
Blind Brook Middle School

Dear Members of the BBMS Community,,

The 2018-2019 school year is off to a 
great start!   As a faculty we share a common 
goal of making the middle school experience a 
positive and safe environment for all our 
students.  This edition of our Newsletter 
highlights a number of activities and challenges 
that students have participated in this fall to 
support this important initiative.  We encourage 
you to discuss these “happenings” with your child 
and welcome any feedback or suggestions that 
you might offer to enhance future programming.  

Next Friday, November 9th, marks the 
end of the first marking period.  Report Cards will 
be posted on the portal on November 16th.  
Please keep in mind that grades represent a 
student’s progress in meeting standards 
established by the NYSED and the district and 
usually reflect a student’s effort and commitment 
to learning.  Middle school is a time for students 
to challenge themselves in all aspects of their 
lives.  As expectations become more rigorous, 
some students struggle with the increased 
demands and may not be immediately 
successful.  Helping students persevere and 
remain positive in their attitude toward learning 
by welcoming challenges is a valuable lesson 
that will serve them well in all future endeavors.

I hope you enjoy this edition of the 
Newsletter!  Enjoy the remainder of the fall 
season!

Best,

Pat Lambert

A Message From the Principal

IMPORTANT DATES & 
EVENTS:

November 6 - Election Day
November 6 – Superintendent’s 
                          Conference Day

November 7 - Principal’s Conversation
                          6:30 PM

November 12 – SCHOOLS CLOSED 
                             (Veteran’s Day) 

November 20 – Midnight Madness

November 21 - Early Dismissal
                            
November 22-23- SCHOOLS CLOSED
                                 (Thanksgiving)

November 26 - Modified Winter 
                            Sports begin

November 30 - School Photo Retakes

December 4 -  Chorus Concert

December 13 - Shared Decision 
                           Making meeting

December 19 - Band Winter Concert

Fall 2018



Let the Challenges Begin!

This year, to build and strengthen our community while celebrating our individual 
differences, homerooms and grade levels will be competing in a series of “Homeroom 
War!” challenges.  Modeled in the same spirit as camp Color War, teams will be engaged 
in a series of year-long challenges during which they will earn points.  Grade levels will 
also earn points for demonstrating our BBMS values (Be safe, Be respectful, Make good 
decisions, Show kindness).  Prizes will be awarded at the end of each marking period (ie 
- Pizza Party, Ice Cream Sundae Party), with a GRAND PRIZE awarded at the end of the 
year.  Good luck to all of our homerooms!



Character Corner

Our mission at BBMS is to develop the whole child.  This 
encompasses not only academic growth, but social and 
emotional growth as well.  In an effort to help our students
reach their full potential as productive members of society, 
this past June our Character Education Committee met to 
assess our program.  While many strengths were identified, 
so too were numerous opportunities for enriching our 
Character Education program to make it more meaningful to 
our students.  After reviewing the research-based best practices 
related to character education, our committee recommended the
 following:

● Incorporating character development into the curriculum of all courses
● Engaging students in hands-on character building activities
● Involving students in decision-making related to these activities
● Providing opportunities for cross-age grouping of students
● Identifying opportunities for parental/family involvement

These recommendations have resulted in the creation of our new and improved Character Education 
Program, structured around monthly themes, activities and projects which are interwoven into all 
courses.  Here are some highlights of how our students have already been engaged and what’s coming 
up:

September:  Respecting our School Community
Activities:     Creating building rules and expectations 
                    Homeroom War Challenge (“This is Us” poster)
                    An emphasis on respect and self-respect in all courses
                    The introduction and practicing of our school wide 
                    “Stop, Walk, Talk” bully prevention program

October:   Persevering through Struggles in Healthy Ways
Activities:  What is perseverance and why is it important? (Science)
                 Activity: What Inspires You? (ELA)

    Homeroom War Challenge (“Wall of Positivity”)
                 Assembly:  Creating Connections - Eye to Eye
                 Red Ribbon Week:  Making Safe Choices (Drug / Alcohol Awareness)

    The Dangers of Vaping (7th grade Health & 8th grade Physical Education)



What inspires you to persevere?  In ELA class, our students identified meaningful quotes which can 
help inspire us.  These words of wisdom are hung above each student’s locker.



To celebrate Red Ribbon Week, our students 
and faculty pledged not to use drugs or alcohol, 
but to persevere through struggles in healthy ways.



Our 7th grade and 8th graders worked collaboratively to solve and decipher clues in order to 
"Escape the Vape" and learn about the negative consequences of vaping.  Thank you to Mrs. 
Tricarico, Ms. Murphy and Ms. Gagliardi for facilitating this great learning opportunity!



   Making a Difference

Be safe, Be respectful, Make good decisions, 

Show kindness.  Our school community lives by 
this motto and we try to instill these values in our 
students as much as possible.  Our 6th and 8th 
graders were recently inspired by security monitor 
Joe Funigiello to make Christmas cards for Brody 
Allen.  Brody was a two year old boy in Ohio who 
was battling brain cancer.  To help him experience 
the joy of one last holiday, Brody’s parents 
celebrated a special Christmas in September.  
After hearing Brody’s story, Joe and Mrs. 
Saglibene (BBMS art teacher) provided our 
students an opportunity to create holiday cards for 
Brody, who passed away on October 19th.  Thank 
you to all students who made cards and thank you 
to Joe for giving us the opportunity to show 
kindness to others. 

   Sharing Is Scaring
7th Grader Kunjal Kothari recently organized
a Halloween Costume Drive with proceeds
donated to Big Brothers Big Sisters of Westchester.
Over 100 gently used costumes were donated 
and individually packaged by volunteers.
Monetary donations were also collected and 
used to buy trick-or-treating bags and candy.
Kunjal reports that the children and their
families were thrilled and most grateful  to
have such a wide selection of Halloween
costumes to choose from.  Great job, Kunjal,
and thank you for bringing this cause to
BBMS!



          Musical Notes

Austin Lu, 7th Grader, was selected to perform at the All-State NYSSMA Piano recital.  Only 
students who scored a perfect score on the highest adjudicated level were allowed to apply, 
and from those applicants only 13 were selected from all grades in the entire state.  Austin will 
perform at the Eastman School of Music in Rochester, NY on November 30.  

7th grade members of the Select Band have initiated a collaborative effort to teach one another a 
second band instrument.  Students meet daily during activity period for an energetic and 
sometimes decibel pushing session of peer tutoring.  Students able to master band music by the 
winter concert will be showcased on their second instrument.

Jacob Fisher and Elliot Zheng, clarinetists with the BBMS 8th Grade Band, were selected for 
the 2019 Intermediate All-County Band.  This ensemble is comprised of the top instrumentalists 
in Westchester County in grades 7, 8 and 9.  Students are accepted on the basis of their 
performance in the spring NYSSMA solo festival.  Jacob and Elliot will perform as part of the All 
County Music Festival at SUNY Purchase on March 2, 2019.

BBMS Select Music Ensembles beat the sunrise 3 days a week!  The BBMS Jazz Ensemble, BBMS 
Select Choir and BBMS Select Band meet in the early morning hours on Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday respectively.  With soaring numbers in all 3 ensembles, these young musicians are putting in 
extra time honing a craft that they love and bringing high levels of music to our school hallways!  We 
hope that the community will come support these students, and all of our growing musicians, during our 
winter concert series this December.  Please check the school calendar for up to date information 
regarding all music performances!

Members of the BBMS Bands were 
selected for the 2018 Northern 
Westchester Honors Band which 
performed on September 29 at North 
Salem High School.  They include: Fiona 
Chen (Flute); Simryn Sharma, Elliot 
Zheng and Martin Otero (Clarinet); 
Hunter Greenspan (Tenor Saxophone); 
Alex Thompson, Derek Wang and Taira 
Nonami (Alto Saxophone);  Joaquin 
Otero and Rachel George (Trumpet); 
and Julian Silva and Joshua Levy 
(Percussion). 



Our 6th graders are currently studying numbers in the real world. Using fractions, decimals and 
percentages and recognizing equivalence between them are important skills in everyday life. Students 
have discussed how decimals, fractions and percentages are relevant in technology, money, science, 
measurement, sports, cooking, nutrition, exercise, finance, shopping and more.

Making Math Meaningful

Art Department News 
Middle School art students can access our Google Art Classroom to review lessons, expand 
knowledge of particular artists and remain current with art topics in the real world. Students 
should check in weekly to keep track of project due dates, read articles that support current 
classroom lessons, and become familiar with famous works of art.

The digital version of Scholastic Art Magazine is now on the classroom page. It is a 
wonderful resource for the students to expand their knowledge. The resources are selected 
to enrich student understanding as they journey toward visual self expression. 



Contributing to our Community

A big thank you to our 8th graders who have recently volunteered to serve as school ambassadors!

6th Grade Orientation Guides: Back to School Night Guides:
Brendan Aiello Sophia Anello
Alyssa Artabane Ciella Angel-Lalanne
Andrew Civetta Alyssa Artabane
Michael Civetta Lucy Balanoff
Alexa Denn Isabella Casino
Dylan Erenfryd Jordan Franck
Melina Kohilakis Ellie Goldstein
Janell Lim Joshua Levy
Corey Schiz
Simryn Sharma

8th Grade Advisory Committee:
Alyssa Artabane
Ciella Angel-Lalanne
Jack Bachmann
Anna Baker-Butler
Lucy Balanoff
Dylan Erenfryd
Drew Freedman
James Gallagher
Michaela Goodman
Alexa Grossman
Janelle Haber

Joshua Levy
Juliet Lewis
Vanessa Lungariello
Alexis Maxon
Francesca Santorelli
Simryn Sharma
Stella Sussman
Laila Weinman
Alessandra Wemm
Avery Wolkind
Elliot Zheng

The 8th Grade Advisory Committee is comprised of student volunteers who 
meet with building administration during lunch to discuss concerns and ideas 
for enhancing their BBMS experience.  Our students have already identified 
a number of discussion topics including field trips, study halls, choice of 
elective courses, school dances, fundraising, and community service.  We 
look forward to working with our 8th grade student advisors in bringing their 
ideas to fruition.  Stay tuned for an announcement regarding the creation of 
6th and 7th grade Advisory Committees in the coming weeks.



BBMS Prevention Specialist 
Monique Tricarico

1. to prevent the development and reduce the incidence of alcohol, tobacco, and other 
drug use or related problems; 

2. to improve school performance and attitudes toward school among program 
participants

Mrs. Monique Tricarico is Blind Brook Middle School’s Prevention Specialist.  She will be working full 
time in the district and have evening hours available to meet with parents and community groups.  Mrs. 
Tricarico has a Masters Degree in Psychology, previous experience working with adolescents, and 
specialized training in prevention and early intervention strategies with adolescents at risk of having 
substance or gambling related problems. Her services ar being funded and supervised by Student 
Assistance Services Corporation and the District.

Mrs. Tricarico will be meeting with 7th and 8th grade students for education and prevention activities to 
correct erroneous perceptions about substance use and to teach students skills to identify and resist 
social and situational pressures to use substances.  Parent meetings corresponding to our prevention 
program will also be offered.  Mrs. Tricarico will be available to see students who are using substances, 
gambling or have personal, peer, school, or family issues that could increase their risk of using 
substances including involvement in bullying situations. If you would like to speak to Mrs. Tricarico 
about your child or another student, please call her directly at 937-3600 x 3144.  All calls will be 
confidential.  

We are hopeful that this program will show promising results.  Data will be collected to assess the 
overall effectiveness of the program in preventing and reducing risk factors for alcohol, tobacco, other 
drug use, and related issues.   Please feel free to call the main office if you  have any questions about 
the program.

Blind Brook Middle School, along with 39 other secondary schools 
in Westchester County, is continuing Student Assistance Services 
prevention programming for the 2018-2019 school year.  These 
activities are funded by the Center for Substance Abuse Prevention 
through a Drug Free Community Support Grant to the school 
district, and by corporate and private donations.  The program will 
provide alcohol, tobacco, and other drug prevention and education, 
including early identification of students experiencing, or at high risk 
for, substance related problems, and students involved in bullying 
situations and problem gambling.  It is anticipated that this 
combination of services will accomplish the following goals:

Important Information available on the Middle School Website:
(please click on following links)

● Middle School Family Guidebook 
● The Blind Brook-Rye School District Code of Conduct
● Middle School Staff Directory
● BBMS Teacher Websites

https://docs.google.com/document/d/17U0qSzLwWsYNHhq0fpLAZTM6laKuiTHH8517wnNkYhs/edit
https://www.blindbrook.org/cms/lib/NY01913277/Centricity/Domain/4/Code%20of%20Conduct%20Revised%20Adopted%208-30-18.pdf
http://www.blindbrook.org/Page/234
https://www.blindbrook.org/domain/280


     

BBMS Parent-Teacher Institute
The world in which we live is vastly different from the one we grew up in. Gone are the days of rote 
memorization and a reliance on textbooks.  Instead, we need to prepare our students to be critical 
thinkers and problem solvers in the 21st century so that they can be successful in our ever-expanding 
global economy.   

Over the past few years a number of reports have identified the skills in which our students must 
become proficient if they are to be successful in the workforce.  These include critical thinking; 
interdisciplinary problem solving using creativity and imagination; effective communication skills; the 
ability to effectively collaborate with others; information literacy and online research skills; and the 
ability to utilize technology to increase productivity.  

It is well documented that student learning not only takes place within the school walls, but in the 
home as well.  To enhance the home-school connection, four years ago, a group of BBMS teachers 
created the BBMS Parent-Teacher Institute (PTI), a series of teacher-led workshops designed to 
help develop the whole child by providing parents with the tools needed to help their children be as 
successful as possible in middle school and beyond.

This year’s program kicked off on October 4th with “A Parent’s Guide to Surviving Middle School,” 
which was very well attended.  We hope that you’ll join us for future workshops!

Save the Date! 
The following workshops are scheduled for the 2018-2019 school year:

October 4th:  A Parent’s Guide to Surviving Middle School

November 1st:  Developing Effective Study Skills

January 10th:  Safety & Wellness  

February 7th:  Developing a Growth Mindset

March 14th:  Exploring the Academic Standards of Today

April 4th:  Spotlight on Technology



  BBMS Clubs 2018-2019

DAILY:
AM OPEN GYM:  7:30 -7:45 AM                                     Mr. Flory / Mr. Beatty

TUESDAYS:
JAZZ ENSEMBLE: 7:10-7:40 AM Mr. Whitman
STUDENT GOVERNMENT: 2:45 - 3:30 PM Mr. & Mrs. Castelli
YEARBOOK: 2:45-3:30 PM Mrs. Krishna

WEDNESDAYS:
DIGITAL MEDIA CLUB:  2:45-3:30 PM                         Mr. Soto
DRAMA CLUB:  2:45—3:30 PM Mrs. Dakers
GUITAR CLUB:   2:45-3:30 PM Mr. Donoghue
SELECT CHORUS:   7:10 - 7:40 AM       Mrs. Lazere   
YOUTH to YOUTH:  2:45-3:30 PM Mrs. Mileo / Mrs. Tricarico

THURSDAYS:
MINECRAFT: 2:45-3:30 PM                                      Mr. Soto
NEWSPAPER:  2:45-3:30 PM Mr. Donoghue
SELECT BAND:  7:10—7:40 AM Mr. Whitman
STOCK MARKET CLUB:  2:45—3:30 PM           Mr. Tamucci      
    
 

TBD:

DESTINATION IMAGINATION: TBD

                        



Commitment ~ Focus ~ Respect

The Blind Brook Middle School Drama Club has Officially Raised the Curtain for 
Our 2018-19 season!

The BBMS Drama Club Program, led by Mrs. Dakers, is designed to teach the various techniques 
that build a solid foundation for exploring the dramatic arts in a collaborative, workshop-style, 
process-based setting. Throughout the year, students will explore and develop theatrical skills 

through team-building games, improvisation work, dramatic structure study, playwriting, theatrical 
design, and “master classes,” which highlight specific dramatic skills and techniques.  

Our Drama Club experience culminates with an annual student showcase performance entitled 
‘From the Page to the Stage!,’ and features original work written and directed by our club 
members!  Our show will be presented to the Blind Brook community on May 30th, 2019.  

Save the Date!

BLIND BROOK MIDDLE SCHOOL DRAMA CLUB

Upcoming Principal’s Conversations:
● November 7, 2018 - 6:30 PM
● December 19, 2018 - 9:00 AM
● January 9, 2019 - 6:30 PM
● February 13, 2019 - 9:00 AM
● March 13, 2019 - 9:00 AM
● April 17, 2019 - 6:30 PM
● May 22, 2019 - 9:00 AM

Safety Reminder:
Please refrain from bringing any nut products to school.  Baked 
goods are not permitted to be distributed in school.  

Dismissal and Absence Procedures
To report an absence for the middle school, please e-mail:
 msattendance@blindbrook.org  or call Mrs. Smithies at 914-937-3600 x 3145

mailto:msattendance@blindbrook.org


Don’t forget to 
check the BBMS 
website to access 
Middle Years, a 
monthly magazine 
for middle school 
parents.

https://www.blindbrook.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=9&ModuleInstanceID=36&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=297&PageID=11


Parent-School Communication

Please use the following guide when you have questions or concerns.

Contact your 
child’s

TEACHER
Regarding:

Contact your 
child’s 

GUIDANCE 
COUNSELOR 
Regarding:

Contact the 
DEPARTMENT 

COORDINATOR
Regarding:

∙ Your child’s academic 
work and performance

 
∙ Homework

 
∙ Parent conferences

 
∙ Classroom discipline

 

∙ Academic  guidance
 
∙ Standardized testing

 
∙ Summer programs

 
∙ Tutors

 
∙ Interpersonal and family 

concerns
 
∙ Scheduling

 
Gr. 6:    A.  Arzt, x 3210
Gr. 7 & 8:  E.  Sosnow, x3132
 

∙ Academic 
programs/curriculum

 
∙ Clarification of above 

items/subjects
 

Dept. Coordinators
Science – C. Schaefer  x3216
English – J. Ambrosio x3412
SS –  M. Markolovic  x3159
Math – M.. McCarvill x3165
World Language - M. Castelli
                                      x3241
Spec. Ed – P.. Weistrop x3222

 School Psychologist
C. Merlo x3155

 School Social Worker
R. Mileo x3211

Athletics
D. Goldman x3118

Special Education
H. Burg  x3033

  I. Sitkoff  x3097   

Attendance
D. Smithies x3145

Medical
G. Park x3139

 

Administration
P. Lambert

 Principal x3208

S. Horowitz
Asst. Principal x3126

L. Paisley
MS Principal’s Secretary x3119

Other concerns or concerns after communicating with the above :


